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THRU THE EDITOR’S GLASSES 


Have you mailed your check for the Christmas Seals sent out by the 
Relief Fund? Last year the per capita contribution sauged from I9c to 
$1.56; counting states only, ours was 34th from the high mark, forty-one 
cents being our average contribution per member. Fourteen hundred 
twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents was the total for the state, and eight 
hundred seventy-eight dollars and fifty cents was paid to needy members 
or their survivors during the same period. Send your dollar—or more if 
you can spare it, at once. Let’s put our state nearer the top of the list 
instead ot 34th. Conditions must be better here than they are in some 
states; twelve states were granted more than they contributed last year. 


FUTURE EVENTS 


Greater New York Meeting, December 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 1940. Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City. For information address Room 106 A. 
ee 

The Seventy-Seventh Annual Mid-Winter Meeting of the Chicago 
Dental Society will be held at the Stevens Hotel, February 17, 18, 19 and 
20, 1941. Dr. L. W. Kremer, Secretary, announces that there will be sev- 
eral interesting innovations this meeting. Every member of the A. D. A. 
is cordially invited to attend. A. D. A. members residing within a radius 
of 300 miles of Chicago and all dentists who attended the 1940 meeting 
will be sent copies of the preliminary program soon after January Ist. 
Any other A. D. A. member who wishes a copy may secure one by addres- 
sing the Chicago Dental Society, 30 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IIl. 

oe - Rae 

Seventy-third Annual Meeting Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
June 3rd, 4th and 5th, 1941, at the Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 

et eee 


Next American Dental Association Meeting—1941—Houston, Texas. 
e 


WARNING 
A salesman purporting to represent the Scranton Uniform Company 
has taken orders for uniforms from at least one of our members and has 
failed to fill the orders. Letters of inquiry mailed to the firm are not re- 
turned but they are not answered either. 
The salesman gave the name of P. J. Sullivan. Be on your guard. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


First, I want you to know that “Holly” has recovered from his recent 
illness and is back on the job one hundred per cent. 

In my November message, I forgot a most important incident, which 
was the presentation to the state society, by the Third District, of a me- 
morial to the late Dr. William E. Davis. Dr. Davis, for many years, 
served the Third District as Trustee. The memorial is in the form of a 
large map of the state, divided into the ten districts. It is about three by 
four feet, and now hangs on the wall of the Board of Trustees room in 
the socicty’s building at Harrisburg. It is a most attractive and well-exe- 
cuted map in relief. Not only is it a work of art, but it is most useful, 
showing the counties comprising the various districts. It was presented 
by Dr. E. R. Aston, the Trustee, at the annual meeting of the Third Dis- 
trict, and accepted by me for the state society. 

On Sunday, November 3, the Board of Trustees met. The meeting was 
called to order at 11 A. M. by the Chairman, Dr. M. D. Nesbit, and there 
was enough business to keep it going until 5:30 P.M. without a recess (not 
even for lunch!) One of the most important pieces of business considered 
was our building in Harrisburg and its financing. The building cost us in 
round figures about $18,000. We started with an $8,000 mortgage, which 
has been reduced by the profits on the building to $5,100, the interest on 
which this year would be $255. As we had a substantial balance in the 
treasury that was earning no interest, it was decided to cancel the mort- 
gage. This has been done, and now the building is free of debt. The rental 
of the apartments will continue to be an asset to the society. Many other 
matters were discussed and disposed of. These ad interim board meetings 
have proved so valuable in the management of state society business that 
they are now held at intervals between our annual meetings. The next one 
will be held in Philadelphia in February. 

Those of you who have not visited our Home Office should make an 
effort to do so; I believe you will be agreeably surprised. 

You will be glad to hear that our membership has reached the highest 
figures in our history—almost 3,700. Remember you promised 4,500 for 
1941! That is what we are looking towards, so do not disappoint us. Get 
busy, you Membership Committee ! 

Every day we get inquiries asking what we are going to do about the 
members who are inducted into service. This was one of the many sub- 
jects discussed by the Board of Trustees, and the Board finally agreed to 
adopt the plan which was developed by the First District and which is 
published in this issue. 
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When the defense program was first being considered, the Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society offered its complete cooperation to the governor 
and the military authorities and asked that dentistry be allowed represen- 
tatives on each board on which medicine was represented. There are three 
boards on which dentistry can be represented—the Induction Boards, the 
Appeal Boards, and the Medical Advisory Boards. We asked for the priv- 
ilege of recommending dentists for these boards. 

We have been most fortunate in having the cooperation of the gover- 
nor and his staff and Dr. William Mathers Lewis, Chief of the Selective 
Service for Pennsylvania, as well as the military authorities in charge of 
the defense program. In the selection of dentists to serve on the several 
boards, they asked for and have agreed to accept our recommendations. 

The manner in which the dentists have been recommended for the 
several boards is similar to that by which our state committees are selected 

that is, the President, Trustee and the member of the Military Affairs 
Committee, have been asked to make the recommendation of dentists from 
their districts, which they have done. 

The requests for names of dentists for these boards come suddenly 
and have to be acted upon immediately. Here is an example: Dr. Hollis- 
ter, whom I have delegated to represent me in Harrisburg, receives a tele- 
phone call from Dr. Lewis asking us to recommend dentists for a certain 
board ; Holly calls me on the phone and I either go to Harrisburg or Holly 
comes to Philadelphia ; then either by phone or telegraph each district rep- 
resentative is contacted and asked to supply the names of dentists to serve. 
It is necessary for the district representative to get in touch with those 
selected and have them consent to serve, if appointed. This entails consid- 
erable time and money, but we believe that dentistry should be represented 
on these boards and by representative dentists. The Military Affairs Com- 
mittee is functioning in the same manner: Dr. Robert H. Nones, Jr., State 
Chairman, gets a request from the army authorities ; he immediately con- 
tacts me, and the procedure just described is repeated. 

The only dentists who will be paid are those who serve on the Induc- 
tion Boards. They will receive $15.00 a day, the hours being from 8 to 5, 
one hour for lunch, six days a week. First, we were requested to name 
one man for each board, but we asked for the privilege of naming more 
than one. At the same time, we requested that consideration be given to 
the appointment of two or three men and that they be required to serve 
no more than two or three days a week, so that their private practices 
would not be neglected. This was granted. We have been commended by 
both the military and state authorities on the type of dentists we have rec- 
ommended. 
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There will be five Induction Boards in Pennsylvania—one in each of 
the following cities: Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Wilkes-Barre, Altoona and 
Harrisburg. How many of the other boards there will be and where they 
will meet has not yet been decided. 

In a previous message, I brought to your attention that the states of 
Michigan and Arizona were having their state dental laws contested by the 
advertising interests. The American Dental Association gave Michigan 
$6,000 and Arizona $2,000 to help them in their fight. In Michigan, the 
case was carried to the Supreme Court and that court ruled that the public 
should be allowed to register their desires for advertising or non-advertis- 
ing dentistry by placing it on the ballot at the recent election. We have 
just been informed that the dental laws, as now written and prohibiting 
advertising, have been upheld in Michigan by a majority of 200,000. But 
sad news comes from Arizona—we lost by two to one. The State Dental 
Society of Michigan kept the voters informed before and during election 
day, through the medium of the radio, as to the importance of this refer- 
endum. What the reaction of the advertising interests to these two deci- 
sions will be, of course, we do not know, but we must be prepared for any 
eventuality. I believe we have a Legislative Committee throughout the 
state that is ready to go when called upon. The public must be made aware 
of the fact that our dental laws are made for their protection. 

I attended the Fifth District Annual Meeting at York on the four- 
teenth of this month. There was an excellent program and, of course, the 
social side was not neglected. I enjoyed my visit immensely and will ac- 
cept another invitation when it is tendered. At this meeting, I reported the 
good news from Michigan and, of course, we were all elated. 

On January 8, 9, 10, 1941, at the Penn Harris Hotel in Harrisburg, 
there will be held the first Public Health Institute of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. Some of the most outstanding people in the field of public health 
will be guest speakers. This is a meeting you cannot very well afford to 
miss. Dentistry’s place in public health is now an accepted fact. The State 
Dental Society is one of the sponsors of this institute and has a place on 
the program. You will find that program published in this issue of our 
JOURNAL. 

And now that the Christmas season is approaching, once again I ask 
you to remember those of our members who have found it necessary to 
ask for relief, by mailing your check for the Christmas Seals. You have 
had these seals for some time. Those of you who have not yet sent in 
your checks—won’t you please sit right down and do so now and mail 
them to the American Dental Association Relief Committee ? 
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In another place in our JOURNAL, you will see the list of contributions 
by states. The per capita return for Pennsylvania is quite low—just forty- 
one cents—and we are 38th in line. Don’t you want to be up front. Re- 
member, Pennsylvania is one of the wealthiest states in the Union. Can 
we depend on your cooperation? It simply means that if each member 
will send in his check, we will be in the one hundred per cent class. Won't 
you please do this! Last year, Pennsylvania subscribed $1,427. Of this 
50 per cent, or $713.75, was returned to the state. Yet the American Den- 
tal Association paid out $878.50 as its share to those on relief in Pennsyl- 
vania. That was $164.75 more than the American Dental Association ac- 
tually received as its share of our contribution. During the floods last 
year, three of our members received assistance. This was in addition to 
those who receive checks each month. The total amount paid out this year 
in relief grants was $13,694.80. This is only half of the amount received 
by the recipients, the other half coming from the local and state funds. 
Thirty state societies participated in the Relief Fund this year. 

Now go to your desk and make out a check for your first Christmas 
present of the year. It may be your neighbor who will be the recipient of 
your generosity. You will help bring a Happy Christmas to those less 
fortunate than you. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 
en Sincerely yours, W. J. RopiINson 

o 


REFRESHER COURSES IN CHILDREN’S DENTISTRY 


The Dental Division of the Pennsylvania Department of Health will 
sponsor a series of refresher courses in dentistry for children early next 
year. These courses, as those of last year, will be given with the coopera- 
tion of the faculty at the three dental schools in the state. 

The University of Pittsburgh will give the course on February 24th, 
25th, 26th and 27th. Temple University will give the course on February 
25th, 26th, 27th and 28th. The University of Pennsylvania will give the 
course on March roth, 11th, 12th and 13th. All dental clinicians employed 
under the state subsidy plan, will be expected to take one of these refresher 
courses unless they took the course last year. Funds are available to ac- 
cept a limited number of dentists from private practice. Preference will 
be given to those dentists now engaged in some form of clinical or public 
health work. 

All fees will be paid by the Department of Health. In addition each 
man will be allowed one round trip railroad fare from his home to either 
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Philadelphia or Pittsburgh, whichever is nearer. All dentists interested 
should communicate with the Dental Division, Department of Health, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg. 


MONTHLY REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES AND HARRISBURG OFFICE 


The Fourth District held their annual meeting at the Berkshire Hotel, 
Reading, October 24th. The program was excellent and the attendance 
very good. Dr. Robinson, our President, spoke, outlining the present ac- 
tivities of the state society and gave a very good account of the plans for 
the next annual meeting of the state society at Bedford Springs. 

On Thursday, October 31st, the Investigating Committee of the Board 
of Trustees appointed by the board, spent the afternoon studying the Har- 
risburg Office set-up. 

The Cumberland Valley Dental Society held their monthly meeting 
in Waynesboro November 13th with a very good attendance. Dr. E. 
Howell Smith of the University of Pennsylvania Dental School was the 
speaker. He was assisted by Dr. LeRoy M. Ennis. This organization in 
its second year of life is going strong. Every month they have presented 
very high class programs and are maintaining practically 100 per cent 
membership. 

The Fifth District Dental Society held its annual meeting at the York 
Country Club, York, Thursday, November 14th, and in spite of an all-day 
steady rain, a good crowd enjoyed an excellent program with a dinner and 
floor show as the climax. Dr. Robinson, the President of the state society, 
spoke at this meeting on the affairs of the state society and the plans for 
the 1941 Annual Meeting at Bedford Springs. 

The Board of Trustees met in special session Sunday, November 3rd, 
called by the chairman at the request of the president to deliberate on 
many matters pertaining to the state society. In addition to the entire 
board the following were present: Dr. W. J. Robinson, President; Dr. B. 
A. Lowry, President-elect; Dr. J. B. Price, Secretary; Dr. John Ross, 
Chairman of the Essay Committee and also Vice-Chairman of the Public 
Health Committee; Dr. W. D. Everhard, Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee, and Dr. G. S. Phillips, Past President. 

The Board adopted the budget for the annual meeting. They adopted 
the plan adopted by the First District Dental Society regarding the pro- 
tection of the practices of dentists called for military service. This plan is 
published elsewhere in the STATE JouRNAL. The Auditing Committee re- 
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port for the Cruise Convention was accepted and the cash balance from 
this meeting was unanimously voted to be deposited as a savings account. 

The Investigating Committee reported, making several recommenda- 
tions to improve the efficiency and value of the Harrisburg Office. The 
report with its recommendations was adopted. The Board voted unani- 
mously to amortize the $5,100.00 mortgage against the Harrisburg prop- 
erty. This has been done and the State Society now holds clear title to 217 
State Street, Harrisburg. There will be comment on this action elsewhere 
in this issue of the JouRNAL. 

From the records in this office, Dr. J. B. Price, Chairman of the State 
Membership Committee, learned that there are approximately 1,000 den- 
tists in the state who are delinquent at the present time. These records 
cover the years 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939. Dr. Price has had cards pre- 
pared for each one of these delinquents and these cards have been sent to 
the proper district membership chairmen for investigation and canvass for 
reinstatement. The district chairmen may call upon any member of the 
society to assist him in this check-up. 

Dr. Price hopes that with the cooperation of everyone concerned, this 
canvass will be completed prior to January Ist with substantial member- 
ship gains as a result. 

Dr. Price is very happy to report the following: Our 1940 member- 
ship to date is the highest it has ever been in any one year in the history 
of the society. In 1937 the then all-time high was 3,561. Today it is 3,583. 

The comparative membership figures are as follows: 


Total membership in 1939 ———__.__._. 3,500 
Total membership Nov. 18, 1Q4O ....c:ccccecccsecseseeesennee 3,583 
Total membership Nov. 18, 1939 ............ ean Wes 3,490 

Cees ONE TONE OE nace 93 


Respectfully submitted, 


C. J. HoLutster, Sec’y 
3 


PITTSBURGH DENTAL ASSISTANTS 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Pittsburgh Dental Assistant: 
last month, (November), a very interesting address was given by Dr. W. 
W. Booth, assisted by Miss Roberta Grossman. His subject was “Prophy- 
laxis and The Assistant.”” Election of officers was also held. 

December roth, the Pittsburgh Dental Assistants will hold a Christ- 
mas Dinner and Party, the time and place to be announced later. Grab 
bag and white gifts will be given. Installation of officers will be held. 
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PRESENT STATUS OF THE PULPLESS 
TOOTH’ 


By LOUIS I. GROSSMAN, D.D.S., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 





The status of the pulpless tooth has undergone a definite change in the 
last few years. Reéducation of the physician, as well as the dentist, on 
this point is both necessary and timely. It will, therefore, be the object of 
this paper to define the pulpless tooth and interpret the facts concerning 
it in the light of recent studies. 

At the outset it must be made clear that periapical infection can, and 
sometimes does, cause infection elsewhere in the body. The frequency 
with which such foci of infection exist and cause systemic disease is open 
to question, however, and has without doubt been greatly overemphasized 
in the past. The author is in agreement with the following statement of 
Billings,’ who did so much to place the concept of focal infection before 
the medical profession: “Focal infection as a cause of disease has come to 
stay. But, like every other principle in medicine, it has its limitations.” 

Experimental evidence, as well as clinical observation, of the relation- 
ship of dental foci of infection to systemic disease is not lacking. Rosenow 
and Meisser have experimentally produced renal calculi in dogs by remov- 
ing the pulps of teeth and sealing streptococci in the root canals. Follow- 
ing a somewhat similar technic Jones and Newsom’ succeeded in producing 
myocardial changes in dogs, e.g., vegetative or verrucose lesions in the re- 
gion of the mitral or aortic valves, parenchymatous degeneration, and 
round cell infiltration. The dogs became fatigued more easily than normal 
controls, and presented symptoms somewhat similar to those generally 
associated with heart disease in the human, Haden* produced peptic ulcers 
in dogs by injecting a culture prepared from bacteria recovered from the 
roots of infected teeth of patients suffering from peptic ulcers. 

In addition to the few experimental studies cited here, numerous clin- 
ical case reports would seem to attest to the validity of the focal infection 
theory. Bierring’ has recently reviewed the more important literature deal- 
ing with focal infection, and an excellent summary of the status of oral 
focal infection is given by MacNevin and Vaughn." It is not the purpose 
of this paper to question the validity of the focal infection concept. It is 
only desired to point out that, on the basis of recent studies, focal infection 
from pulpless teeth occurs less often than was previously thought. It must 
be emphasized also that although a focus of infection may be present, e.g., 
around the root apices of certain pulpless teeth, it does not follow that 


* Reprinted from ANNALS OF INTERNAL MEDICINE, Vol. 13, No. 10, April, 1940 
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focal infection is also present. The latter term implies systemic dissemina- 
tion from the focus. 


MISCONCEPTIONS CONCERNING THE PULPLESS TOOTH 

It is desired first to clear up two popular misconceptions regarding 
the pulpless tooth. Since 1910 it has been the general opinion of many 
physicians and dentists alike, (1) that a pulpless tooth is a “dead” tooth, 
and (2) that Hunter’ aimed his shaft of criticism against the pulpless 
tooth. 

A pulpless tooth is not a dead tooth. It still has a definite and vital 
relationship with the surrounding tissue. Because of the peculiar anatomic 
and structural make-up of the dental tissues, the erroneous concept of a 
“dead” tooth gained currency. Actually, the life of the tooth depends upon 
its attachment apparatus, i.e., periodontal membrane and adnexa. In the 
words of Marshall*: “The life of the tooth is dependent upon the integrity 
of the periodontal membrane and not upon the integrity of the pulp.” As 
a matter of fact, many embryologists believe that the function of the pulp 
ceases when the tooth is completely calcified, shortly after eruption. If a 
pulpless tooth were a dead tooth, it should be exfoliated, since the body 
seldom tolerates dead tissue. That a pulpless tooth is not dead may be 
evidenced by the pain experienced upon its removal without an anesthetic. 

In his history-making address in Montreal in 1910, Hunter’ did not 
refer specifically to the pulpless tooth as a source of oral sepsis when he 
condemned the kind of dentistry then prevalent. How the pulpless tooth 
came to be maligned instead of the accumulation of filth around ill-fitting 
crowns and bridge-work, against which Hunter inveighed, will probably 
never be known. The entire matter is summed up in a much overlooked 
but important editorial’ in the Journal of the American Dental Association. 
The editor referred to Hunter’s criticism as follows: “lhe ‘oral sepsis’ of 
which he complains, and not without reason—had nothing whatever to do 
with the thing that, during the decade that followed his address, caused 
the greatest concern among the profession, i.e., focal infection from apical 
ends of pulpless teeth. This is the thing that claimed our major considera- 
tion, and in connection therewith the name of Hunter has repeatedly been 
quoted. As a matter of fact, Hunter never referred in the remotest way 
to the evils of pulpless teeth as such. He was concerned with the sepsis 
that came from accumulations around crowns, bridges, and artificial den- 
tures, calling them ‘gold traps of sepsis.’ . .. Mayhap if this distinguished 
scientist had given his whole-hearted attention to this important question, 
the mental aberration and almost universal prejudice against the pulpless 
tooth that has developed might have thereby to a certain degree been 
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avoided.”” That this misconception could have been perpetuated for so 
many years is indicative of the hysterical era which followed Hunter’s 
criticism. Had his words been taken literally, the orgy of extraction, that 
continued for more than two decades, might have been averted. 

Studies bearing on the pulpless tooth as a possible focus of infection 
may be divided into: I, clinical; II, roentgenologic; III, histologic; IV, 
bacteriologic. Only the more important findings in each group will be 
discussed here. 

I. CLINICAL STUDIES 

1. It is a well known fact that a large number of people having pulp- 
less teeth show no apparent systemic involvement. It is also significant, 
perhaps, that no definitely conclusive proof has yet been advanced that, in 
any case, a tooth or teeth were the direct cause of the systemic disturb- 
ance, excepting a priori proof. The extraction of a tooth followed by 
amelioration of symptoms does not necessarily prove that the tooth was 
the cause of the disease. This is only an assumption which may or may 
not be true. 

2. During the World War draft, data were collected of more than 
two and one-half million men between the ages of 18 and 30 years. An 
evaluation of the data, according to Appleton,” shows that “chronic infec- 
tion about the head is not . . . the sole determining factor in the contem- 
poraneous occurrence of such conditions as gastric ulcer, appendicitis, en- 
docarditis, arthritis, osteitis deformans, myositis, and muscular rheuma- 
tism.” 
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Fic. 1. The results of treatment of tonsils, teeth and sinuses in a group of 
200 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (Cecil and Angevine: Ann. Int. Med., 
1938, xii, 577). 
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3. Frankel” studied the incidence of systemic disturbances in a large 
group of people with and without so-called “heavy dentistry.” By this 
term he meant the presence of crowns, bridges, pulpless teeth and any 
other dental evidence which might suggest the presence of a focus of in- 
fection. He concluded that the incidence of systemic disturbances in the 
“heavy dentistry” group was not materially higher than in the other group. 

4. Cecil and Angevine” recently analyzed the results of the elimina- 
tion of foci of infection in 200 cases of rheumatoid arthritis. They came 
to the conclusion that no benefit accrued to 47 out of 52 patients for whom 
dental foci of infection were removed (figure 1). 


II. RoENTGENOLOGIC STUDIES 


1. Full mouth roentgen-ray pictures of more than 1500 patients were 
studied by Ziskin” to determine whether a direct correlation existed be- 
tween positive roentgen-ray findings of pulpless teeth and systemic disturb- 
ances. The subjects were patients in the wards of a city hospital, from the 
out-patient department of the same hospital, and ambulants who applied 
only for dental treatment and who were well otherwise. Ward and out- 
patient subjects were examined by the medical staff and complete medical 
histories were available. The following is a synopsis of the study: (a) 
48 per cent of the subjects studied were sick, 52 per cent were well; (b) 
71 per cent of the “sick” group and 75 per cent of the “well” group had 
pulpless teeth; (c) of those with pulpless teeth, 46 per cent were sick and 
54 per cent were well, whereas of those without pulpless teeth, 50 per 
cent were sick and 50 per cent were well. From these findings it is obvious 
that a relationship between pulpless teeth and systemic disease in the 
groups studied is certainly not striking. 

2. Arnett and Ennis“ made complete routine medical and dental ex- 
aminations of 883 college students, including complete roentgenologic 
studies of the teeth. Although 19.8 per cent of the group had periapical 
areas of rarefaction, no statistically significant association with systemic 
disease could be demonstrated. The areas of rarefaction were not asso- 
ciated with rheumatism, chorea, or heart disease. From a review of the 
literature and upon the basis of their own study, the authors conclude 
that: “The wholesale removal of devitalized teeth and teeth with granu- 
lomata is certainly without justification in healthy young individuals.” 


III. Histotocic StTuptIEs 


Histologists who have studied sections of pulpless teeth are agreed, 
almost without exception, upon three things: (1) that periapical bone res- 
toration can and often does follow satisfactory root canal treatment of 
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pulpless teeth; (2) that such pulpless teeth are commonly without his- 
tologic evidence of infection; and (3) that they may be safely retained in 
the mouth. It is interesting also to note that of 250 roentgen-ray negative 
pulpless teeth, Skillen” found evidence of infection in only six upon his- 
tologic examination. 
IV. BAcTERIOoLoGICc STUDIES 

The most indicting evidence against the pulpless tooth as a focus of 
infection has come from the bacteriologic laboratory. The two outstanding 
studies in the field of dental focal infection, considering both the quantity 
and quality of material studied, are probably those of Haden” and of 
Burket." The data are particularly valuable for comparative analysis be- 
cause Haden used one method of study and Burket another. Burket used 
the “external approach” method, which consisted in aseptically laying bare 
the alveolar tissues and making a culture direct from the root apex while 
the tooth was still in situ. Haden first extracted the tooth and then made 
cultures from the root end. Burket reported results on 429 teeth, and 
Haden on 1500 teeth. Haden obtained growth from 87 per cent of pulp- 
less teeth and from 55 per cent of vital teeth; Burket obtained growth 
from 72 per cent of pulpless teeth and 43 per cent of vital teeth. These 
findings run fairly close together considering the fact that the methods 
differed and the material was not identical. This important observation 
may now be made: If the vital teeth are used as controls, the difference 
between the percentages of growth found in the pulpless and in the vital 
teeth will then give us the actual percentage of growth found in pulpless 
teeth (see figure 2). Since, in the combined data of Haden and Burket, 
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Fic. 2. (1-4) Per cent of growth from vital and from pulpless teeth ob- 
tained by Haden and by Burket. When per cent of growth from vital teeth (5) 
is taken as normal, the growth from pulpless teeth (6) is only 36 per cent. 
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the weighted average for growth from pulpless teeth is 85 per cent, and 
the weighted average for growth from vital teeth is 49 per cent, the dif- 
ference, or 36 per cent, is probably nearer the actual percentage of growth 
found in pulpless teeth. If we add to this the fact that the pulpless teeth 
studied by Haden and Burket were treated a number of years ago, when 
root canal therapy was not so satisfactory as it is today, and that the find- 
ing of bacterial growth in cultures from teeth does not necessarily imply 
the presence of infection, the bacteriologic evidence against the pulpless 
tooth is not so damning. 


RECENT INVESTIGATIONS 

A new interpretation of past studies on the pulpless tooth must be 
given in the light of recent studies by Fish and MacLean,” Okell and 
Elliot,” and Gunter and Appleton.” These studies practically compel one 
to scrap all previous bacteriologic studies dealing with pulpless teeth. 

An important study, destined to have a far-reaching influence upon 
the interpretation of the bacteriologic status of pulpless teeth, was reported 
by Fish and MacLean” in 1936. They had made the observation that, de- 
spite the fact that a great many investigators recovered bacteria from liv- 
ing pulps, both the pulps and periapical tissues of vital, healthy teeth were 
invariably free of any evidence of bacteria or irritation when examined 
histologically. They therefore wondered whether the microorganisms 
gained access to the pulp during extraction and arrived too late to set up 
a reaction. This supposition was strengthened by a study reported by 
Okeil and Elliot,” who recovered mouth organisms from circulating blood 
within a few minutes after extraction of a pyorrheic tooth, even though 
the blood was sterile immediately before and again some time after the ex- 
traction. Apparently sufficient trauma was present during the act of ex- 
traction to force organisms into the blood stream, there to produce a tran- 
sient bacteremia. The question then arose as to whether these organisms 
were present in the periapical tissues before extraction or whether they 
came from the pyorrheic pocket. They reasoned as follows: “If our view 
were correct, provided we sterilized the pocket before extraction, we 
should always get a sterile apex, a sterile pulp and sterile blood stream 
after extraction; but if we were wrong and if the organisms were indeed 
living freely among the ceils in the periapical tissues and in the pulp, our 
sterilization of the pocket would make no difference and after extraction 
we should still find the apex and the pulp infected and the patient would 





Seventy-third Annual Meeting . . . June 3-4-5, 1941 
Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 


[17] 














THE PENNSYLVANIA 





have the usual transient bacteremia which Okell and Elliot had discov- 
ered, and which we had ourselves confirmed.” This question Fish and 
MacLean set out to settle, and found that the organisms came from the 
debris in the pyorrheic pocket despite attempts to sterilize the pocket by 
means of antiseptics. Only when the pocket was cauterized with a red hot 
cautery did they succeed in preventing a transient bacteremia. They thus 
proved that bacteria were “pumped” into the blood and lymph channels 
during manipulation of the tooth while it was being extracted. They found 
further that streptococci are present only in necrotic areas of bone and do 
not diffuse through the granulation tissue (if it be present) about the root 
apex. Such streptococci are only transient migrants in the environment of 
living tissue and require necrotic materia! in which to grow. In grossly 
infected pulpless teeth the infection is limited to the root canals or can 
be found in the pus of the associated abscess. Even in such cases the 
neighboring alveolar bone and soft tissues are sterile, although they may 
be irritated by the diffusion of toxic products. The importance of the work 
of Fish and MacLean lies in the fact that they have shown that it is prac- 
tically impossible to remove a tooth aseptically (without actual cauteriza- 
tion of the gingival crevice) because bacteria forced into the pulp and 
periapical tissues during the act of extraction. 

Experimental evidence that bacteria are capable of being “pumped” 
into a tooth during extraction is given by Kanner,” who attempted to copy 
in vitro the mechanism of pumping or sucking bacteria into pulps of ex- 
tracted teeth by way of the apical foramen. The method consisted of plac- 
ing a freshly extracted tooth into a lateral bulge or pocket blown in a test 
tube. In the bottom of the tube was a suspension of B. sporogenes, an 
easily identifiable organism. The tube was connected to a vacuum pump 
and the pressure was lowered to about one-half atmosphere. The tube was 
then tilted so that the tooth dropped into the bacterial suspension and the 
atmospheric pressure was then restored to normal. The tooth was removed 
from the tube, the surface cleansed mechanically, sterilized after the 
method of Tunnicliff and Hammond,” then placed in nutrient gelatin and 
incubated under anaerobic conditions. In all cases in which the bacterial 
suspension had been “pumped” into the pulp the same organism grew out 
of the apical foramen. In addition, histologic sections showed the presence 
of these organisms within the pulps of the “pumped” teeth. From these 
experiments Kanner concluded that pressure (or suction) is capable of 
causing bacteria to enter the pulp and that such a mechanism may be oper- 
ative during extraction, particularly during luxation of the tooth from its 
socket when spaces are opened up which are capable of admitting micro- 
érganisms from the neighborhood. 


[18] 




















STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





Evidence that even the best bacteriological technic cannot prevent the 
risk of contamination during extraction is further given by Tunnicliff and 
Hammond” who found streptococci in the pulps of intact, vital teeth even 
after adequate surface sterilization. Their method was as follows: Teeth 
were placed in 88 per cent phenol for 15 minutes, washed in alcohol, 
flamed, left in alcohol for 15 minutes and flamed again. The teeth were 
then cultured for eight days in glucose-brain broth to determine sterility. 
Thirty teeth showing no surface growth were then opened aseptically, and 
smears, sections and cultures of the pulp were made. In 10 cases growth 
was obtained even though the teeth used in the study were externally intact 
and sterile. Histologic sections of the pulps showed no signs of infection, 
and Tunnicliff and Hammond concluded from this study that their “find- 
ings are in accord with those of Fish and MacLean that, histologically, 
streptococci may be demonstrated in pulps of intact teeth without any evi- 
dence of infection.” 

Indirectly supporting the work of Fish and MacLean are the studies 
of Okell and Elliot,” and of Burket and Burn.* As has already been men- 
tioned, Okell and Elliott took blood cultures before, and then 10 minutes 
after, extraction of teeth which were removed under general anesthesia. 
Positive blood cultures were obtained in more than 60 per cent of cases 
after extraction, though cultures were negative before extraction. When 
a local anesthetic, containing a vasoconstrictor, was substituted for gen- 
eral anesthesia, Burket and Burn obtained fewer positive cultures. Tran- 
sient bacteremias occurred, nevertheless, in 17 per cent of cases, even 
despite capillary constriction from the epinephrine contained in the local 
anesthetic solution. 

DIscUSSION 

Inasmuch as the recovery of bacteria from the blood stream following 
tooth extraction is an indication that dissemination of bacteria from the 
dental tissues has occurred, and since there is evidence that in a great 
many cases contamination of the root surface or of the pulp occurs during 
extraction, the significance of finding growth within the pulp or upon the 
surfaces of extracted pulpless teeth must be questioned. That the entire 
chapter on the bacteriology of vital and pulpless teeth needs to be rewrit- 
ten is further evidenced by the fact that recent studies on the bacteriology 
of the living, heatlhy pulp are at variance with those of the past. 

Practically every investigator who has, at one time or another, studied 
the bacteriology of the vital pulp has found growth present in a greater or 
lesser percentage of cases. Haden”™ believed that chronic infection occurs 
quite commonly in the pulps of vital teeth and went so far as to say that 
“many believe there is a chronic infection in the pulp of every tooth in 
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which the dentin is invaded by caries.” If this were taken literally and 
such teeth were condemned, we should have a toothless nation, since it is 
estimated that more than go per cent of the people have carious teeth or 
have had carious teeth at one time. In the light of studies by Fish and 
MacLean, and by Okell and Elliot, it is easy to understand why bacteria 
were recovered from normal, healthy pulps following tooth extraction. 
When vital pulps were exposed and cultured in situ according to the 
method of Gunter and Appleton,” whereby contamination from the gingi- 
val crevice is eliminated, no growth was obtained. This again points to the 
fact that in previous studies of vital teeth, bacteria were forced into the 
pulps during extraction, which gave an erroneous indication of the bac- 
teriologic status of such teeth. By the same token, bacteria were forced 
within or upon the surfaces of extracted pulpless teeth, from the cultures 
of which growth was afterward recovered. Cultures made from extracted 
teeth do not, therefore, reflect the true bacteriologic status whether it be 
of vital or of pulpless teeth, unless, as shown by Fish and MacLean, the 
gingival tissues are first cauterized. Since pulpless teeth fell somewhat 
into disrepute because of bacteriologic studies made in the last 15 or 20 
years, and since the findings were generally based upon bacteriologic ex- 
aminations made after extraction, without adequate means having been 
taken to prevent contamination, past interpretations can no longer be held 
valid in the light of recent knowledge. We must look to recent and future 
investigations rather than those of the past, to determine the bacteriologic 
status of the pulpless tooth. From what is already known it is expected 
that such investigations will be in closer agreement with correlative studies 
already made of pulpless teeth by clinical, roentgenologic and histologic 
examinations. To hold the pulpless tooth to the bacteriologic criticism of 
the past would seem unjustified. 
SUMMARY 

1. A pulpless tooth is not a “dead” tooth. It still continues to have a 
vital relationship with the surrounding tissue. 

2. The more important clinical, roentgenologic, histologic and bac- 
teriologic studies dealing with the pulpless tooth as a possible focus of in- 
fection have been reviewed and evaluated. The accumulated evidence 
against the pulpless tooth, even at its worst, is not so damning. Actually, 
growth from pulpless teeth was recovered in about 36 per cent of cases 
when compared with growth recovered from vital teeth. Recovery of 
growth, per se, does not indicate that infection was present. 

3. Recent bacteriologic studies dealing with the pulpless tooth have 
been presented. These studies tend to invalidate, to a great extent, the 
results of previous investigations, or to interpret them in a new light. 
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4. In view of the evidence presented, indiscriminate extraction of 


pulpless teeth is unwarranted. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


PENNSYLVANIA HEALTH INSTITUTE 


“PusBLic HeaLtH—THE Key To NATIONAL DEFENSE” 

Our country is facing a crisis. That means that Pennsylvania must 
share in that crisis. 

At all times, but particularly in a period such as is being imposed upon 
us today, the physical health of the nation is a paramount consideration. 
We, in Pennsylvania, must accept that part of the responsibility of making 
America a healthy nation as is represented by conditions existing in this 
State. 

I firmly believe that every organization which has any relationship 
with the promulgation of health education and with activities for disease 
prevention will not only accept this great responsibility but will devote 
itself with every energy to master it. 

It is for the purpose of bringing this vital problem more definitely to 
public attention and to establish a correlation of activities of the various 
organizations that the State Department of Health has sponsored, with the 
valued cooperation of the collaborating organizations, the Pennsylvania 
Health Institute to be held January 8, 9 and 10, 1941. 

This is the first effort of its kind to be made by the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. We must have and I believe we can absolutely count upon your 


complete support to assure its success. - 
PI Joun J. Suaw, M.D., 


Secretary of Health 


PENNSYLVANIA HEALTH INSTITUTE 
PENN Harris Hotei 
January 8, 9 and 10, 1941 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Under the Auspices of 
U. S. Public Health Service 
U. S. Children’s Bureau 
American Medical Association 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Pennsylvania Department of Public Instruction 
Pennsylvania Department of Public Assistance 
Pennsylvania Department of Welfare 
The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society . 
Pennsylvania State Nurses’ Association 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Pennsylvania Health Institute will be held in Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, January 8, 9 and 10, 1941. 

This is the first Pennsylvania Health Institute and it is sponsored by 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health and other collaborating agencies 
and state and federal departments. Its purpose is to bring to the forefront 
the trends and new developments in public health. 

The Faculty consists of those who have taken the lead in their respec- 
tive fields of public health and all have generously donated their services 
to the Institute. 

The headquarters of the Institute and all lectures will be held at the 
Penn-Harris Hotel, Harrisburg. 

Registration will begin Wednesday morning, January 8th, at 8:00 
o’clock and a fee of one dollar will be charged to cover routine Institute 
expenses. This will admit for any one lecture or for the entire period. 
An identifying button will be issued on registration. 

Lectures will be open to all those who are interested in public health 
or actively engaged in the work. 

A dinner for the Faculty will be held Thursday evening and a lunch- 
eon Friday noon. A minimum charge will be made for these events. 

Health moving pictures will be shown daily from 1:00 to 6:00 P. M. 

For information concerning the Institute, address Mrs. Edna M. 
Kech, Chief, Division of Health Education, Department of Health, Har- 
risburg. 


PENNSYLVANIA HEALTH INSTITUTE 
SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 
Wednesday, January 8, 1941 
Presiding—A. H. Stewart, M.D., Deputy Secretary of Health, Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania 
10:00 A.M. “The Role of the Department of Health, Organized Medi- 
cine, Local Departments of Health, and the Voluntary 
Agencies in the Modern Health Plan” 
John J. Shaw, M. D., Secretary of Health. Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania 
10:30 A.M. “Public Health Aspects of the Care of the Indigent” 
Howard L. Russell, Secretary of Public Assistance, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
10:45 A.M. “Organized Medicine ina Community Health Program” 
Francis F. Borzell, M.D., President, The Medical Society 
of the State of Pennsylvania 
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11:15 A.M. “The Federal Government and Community Health” 
E. R. Coffey, M.D., Surgeon, Assistant Chief, Domestic 
Quarantine Division, U. S. Public Health Service 
11:45 A.M. Hour of Discussion 
Discussion Leader—Walter F. Donaldson, M.D., Secre- 
tary, The Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania 
Presiding—W. J. Robinson, D.D.S., President, Pennsylvania State Dental 
Society 
2:00 P.M. “Is Dental Caries a Public Health Problem?” 
Frank C. Cady, D.D.S., Senior Dental Surgeon, Dental 
Consultant, U. S. Public Health Service 
2:30 P.M. “The Voluntary Agency in a Community Health Program” 
Arthur M. Dewees, Executive Secretary, Pennsylvania 
Tuberculosis Society 
3:00 P.M. “The Role of the Nurse in the Health and Welfare Field” 
Sophie C. Nelson, R.N., Director, Visiting Nurse Ser- 
vice, John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company 
3:30 P.M. “The Role of the Hospital in a Community Health Pro- 
gram” 
Lewis N. Clark, Managing Director, The Germantown 
Dispensary and Hospital, Philadelphia 
4:00 P.M. Hour of Discussion 
Discussion Leader—Alice M. O’Halloran, R.N., Direc- 
tor, Bureau of Public Health Nursing, Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
Discussants—Linwood L. Grace, D.D.S., Chief, Dental 
Division, Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Abraham Oseroff, Director, The Montefiore Hospital, 
Pittsburgh 
Presiding—T. Lyle Hazlett, M.D., Medical Director, Westinghouse Elec- 
tric and Manufacturing Company 


8:00 P.M. “The Public Health Aspects of Industrial Hygiene and the 
Part of the Health Departments in the Problem” 
LeRoy U. Gardner, M.D., Director, Saranac Laboratory 
8:30 P.M. “The Role of the Employer in Industrial Hygiene” 
L. B. F. Raycroft, The Electric Storage Battery Com- 
pany, Chairman of the Industrial Bureau of the Phila- 
delphia Chamber of Commerce 
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9:00 P.M. “Vocational Rehabilitation” 
Mark M. Walter, Director, Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Bureau of Rehabilitation, Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry 
9:30 P.M. Hour of Discussion 
Discussion Leader—William B. Fulton, M.D., Director, 
Bureau of Industrial Hygiene, Pennsylvania Depart- 
ment of Health 
Discussants—Charles-Francis Long, M.D., Chairman, 
Committee on Industrial Health, Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania 
Theodore Hatch, Associate Professor of Industrial 
Hygiene, Department of Public Health and Preventive 
Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 
Thursday, January 9 
Presiding—George Cobb, Executive Secretary, Pennsylvania Society for 
Crippled Children 
9:30 A.M. “The Crippled Child” 
James R. Martin, M.D., Professor of Orthopedic Sur- 
gery, Jefferson Medical College 
10:00 A.M. “Relationship of the Tuberculosis Program to the School 
Child” 
General C. R. Reynolds, Director, Bureau of Tubercu- 
losis, Pennsylvania Department of Health 
10:30 A.M. “Nutrition and the Health of Mothers and Children” 
Marjorie M. Heseltine, M. A., Consultant in Nutrition, 
U. S. Department of Labor Children’s Bureau 
11:00 A.M. “Public Health Responsibility of the Local Community” 
Ira V. Hiscock, Sc.D., Professor of Public Health, Yale 
University 
11:30 A.M. Hour of Discussion 
Discussion Leader—Wm. W. McFarland, M.D., Execu- 
tive Director, General Health Council, Pittsburgh 
Presiding—W. S. McEllroy, M.D., Dean of the University of Pittsburgh, 
The School of Medicine 
2:00 P.M. “Child Health” 
Ralph M. Tyson, M.D., Pediatrician, Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, Medical Chief and Co-Director of the Department 
of Preventive Medicine, St. Christopher’s Hospital for 
Children, Chairman of the Committee on Pediatric Edu- 
cation, Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 
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3:30 P.M. 


4:00 P. M. 


7:00 P.M. 


“A Well Rounded Maternal and Child Health Program” 
Paul Dodds, M.D., Director, Bureau of Maternal and 
Child Health, Pennsylvania Department of Health 

“Relationship of the Venereal Disease Program to the Com- 

munity and School” 

R. A. Vonderlehr, M.D., Assistant Surgeon General, 
Division of Venereal Diseases, U. S. Public Health Ser- 
vice 

“The Organization of a Health Education Program” 

Mary P. Connolly, Director, Division of Health Educa- 
tion, Detroit Department of Health 
Hour of Discussion 
Discussion Leader—Philip F. Williams, M.D., Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Pennsyl- 
vania 

Discussants—Edgar S. Everhart, M.D., Chief, Division 
of Syphilis and Genitoinfectious Diseases, Pennsyl- 
vania Department of Health 
Robert W. Bernhardt, Executive Secretary, Delaware 
County Tuberculosis and Health Association 

Banquet 

Greetings—Honorable Arthur H. James, Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Howard E. Milliken, M.D., Mayor of the City of Harris- 
burg 

Address—“‘What the Public is Thinking About Health” 
W. W. Bauer, M.D., Director, Bureau of Health Edu- 
cation, American Medical Association 

“Health is News” 
John M. McCullough, The Philadelphia Inquirer 

“A Lifetime Spent in Public Health” 
Arthur Thomas McCormack, M.D., State Health 
Commissioner, Kentucky 


Friday, January 10 


Presiding—Dr. Francis B. Haas, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 


9:30 A.M. 





Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


“The Doctor Looks at the Schools” 
A. Parker Hitchens, M.D., Professor of Public Health 
and Preventive Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 
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715 A.M. “The Old and the New in Health Education” 


C. E. Turner, Sc.D., Dr. P.H., Professor of Biology and 
Public Health, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


11:00 A.M. “Educational Adjustments to a Modern Health Program’”’ 


Dr. Ben G. Graham, Superintendent of Pittsburgh Public 
Schools 


:30 A.M. Hour of Discussion 


Discussion Leader—Dr. Wynn Fredericks, Chief, Health 
and Physical Education, Pennsylvania Department of 
Instruction 

Discussant—Dr. Levi Gilbert, Superintent of Altoona 
Public Schools 


730 P.M. Luncheon 


Address—“‘American Medicine Organizes for National 
Defense” 
Nathan B. VanEtten, M.D., President, American Med- 
ical Association 


Presiding—William C. Sandy, M.D., Director, Bureau of Mental Health, 


Pennsylvania Department of Welfare 


700 P.M. “The Control of Communicable Diseases in the Schools” 


J. Moore Campbell, M.D., Director, Bureau of Health 
Conservation, Pennsylvania Department of Health 


730 P.M. “The Social Component in Heart Disease with Special Ref- 


erence to the Rheumatic Heart” 
William D. Stroud, M.D., Professor of Cardiology, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Medicine 


700 P.M. “The Deficient and Mentally Ill Child” 


H. C. Woolley, M.D., Superintendent, Philadelphia State 
Hospital 


:30 P. M. Hour of Discussion 


Discussion Leader—Paul A. Keeney, M.D., Assistant Di- 
rector, Bureau of Health Conservation, Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 

Discussant—Martha Leslie, Executive Secretary, Child 
Health Division, General Health Council, Pittsburgh 
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REPORT OF 
MILITARY ECONOMICS COMMITTEE 


ERNEST F. RITSERT, D.D.S. 


Norte: This report of the Military Affairs Committee of the Phila- 
delphia County Dental Society and adopted by them, was read before the 
special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania State Den- 
tal Society held at Harrisburg November 3rd. The Board voted to adopt 
the suggestions and publish them in the Journal. 


Philadelphia County Dental Society, mindful that many of its mem- 
bers may be called into the service of the United States, is desirous that 
all of the members of organized dentistry in the Philadelphia district co- 
operate wholeheartedly for the purpose of assisting those who may go into 
the service, not only in keeping their practices but also in seeing, in so far 
as the Society is able to do so, that arrangements be made whereby finan- 
cial remuneration from the absentee’s practice will go to the families of 
such absentees. 


In addition the Society desires to be helpful in seeing that arrange- 
ments are made for such absentees whereby those of them who may be 
obligated on contracts for equipment, leases for offices and homes, etc., 
may not only be protected but also relieved of the worries attendant to 
such obligations. It is not the purpose of the Society at this time to cover 
the broad field of the many problems that may arise but only those which 
are immediate and from time to time as new situations arise they will re- 
ceive the best considered judgment of the Society. 


To those men who may be called into service, we make the following 
suggestions : 

(a) If you have a friend in your neighborhood who is a member of 
this Society go to him for the purpose of making the following arrange- 
ments : 

1. For continuation of your practice and financial remuneration to 
your family from your referred patients while you are away. 

2. The agreement should be in writing and should contain a clause 
submitting all disputes to the conclusive judgment of three arbitrators to 
be appointed by the then president of the Society. 

3. A copy of the agreement should be registered with the Society and 
approved by it. 

4. Notify the Society of your financial obligations with equipment 
dealers, landlords and bailors so that the Society through proper channels 
may advise the method of making necessary arrangements. 
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(b) If you have no friend in the neighborhood with whom to nego- 
tiate, notify the Society ancLit will endeavor to provide you with a man 
with whom to negotiate. 

In this connection the members of the Society are advised of the fol- 
lowing ethical principles adopted by the Board of Governors at a regular 
meeting held on October 7, 1940. 

It is the patriotic and ethical duty of the members of the Philadelphia 
County Dental Society to co-operate with those members who may be re- 
quired to enter the service of the United States and in order to effectuate 
this end the following ethical practices are adopted: 

(a) All members shall be agreeable to enter into and fulfill fair agree- 
ments with those members who may be called into the service of their 
country. 

(b) Failure to properly observe the terms of such agreements shall 
be ground for strict disciplinary action on the part of the Society, which 
may include expulsion therefrom. 

(c) The absentee member shall have the right to and it shall be eth- 
ical practice for him to notify his patients, advising them that he has been 
called into service and that he has made arrangements with a named den- 
tist to handle his practice and that said dentist will have the patients’ rec- 
ords until his return, and furthermore he may, if he chooses, notify his 
patients that his family will receive benefits from such referred work. 

Your Association will endeavor to make arrangements with the tele- 
phone companies to keep the names of absentees in the telephone book 
where feasible and will also, where necessary, handle the dues of such 
members on a scale comparable with their salary and rank. 

The Society as such cannot be an enforcing agency but will by its co- 
operation, the establishment of ethical principles and disciplinary action 
whenever necessary, lend its enthusiastic support in the solution of such 
problems as may arise out of this subject matter. 

To facilitate the foregoing, all inquiries and correspondence should 
be with Mrs. Donnelly, 809 Central Medical Building, Philadelphia, phone, 
Spruce 7196, in the Secretary’s office and she will be able to take care of 
the answers either directly or by reference. 


® 
Note: 
Unexpected copy for this issue compelled the hold-over of the new 
department, “Dental Information, Please,” and also the “Globe Trotter” 
and “Book Review.” They will appear in the January issue as usual. 
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FINAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
ERIE MEETING 


REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
1939-1940 


In spite of the economic and industrial situation in the State, our 
membership is the highest it has ever been at this date in any year during 
its history. The district and local committeemen have shown a fine spirit 
of cooperation and interest in their duties. The Harrisburg office has done 
an enormous amount of work in the supplying of lists of members and 
eligibles whenever and wherever needed. Early last Fall such lists were 
supplied to all district chairmen and contained the names of all registered 
dentists marked as to their membership status or eligibility to same, these 
lists being made up by counties. 


In September 1939, there were 3,190 letters sent to delinquents and 
eligible non-members signed by the President and the Chairman of the 
Membership Committee. Again in April 1940, the district chairmen were 
supplied with lists similar to the previous ones and letters were sent to 
those delinquent members of 1939 and 1940. The number of letters 
sent—9QI2. 

In addition to the above, the Executive Secretary visited every district 
in the interest of membership and also held conferences and considerable 
correspondence with district membership chairmen. 


As a result of the above mentioned activities some statistical figures 
will follows which I am sure will prove of interest to each district. The 
figures given will show the membership by district and total of the com- 
plete 1939 membership, and the membership by district and total as of 
June 1, 1940, with the same as of June 1, 1939, with a loss or gain by 
district and totals. 





Total Membership as Membership as 

1939 of of Gain or Loss 

District Membership June 1, 1939 June 1, 1940 to Date 
I 942 927 1,004 77 gain 

2 381 369 376 ee 

3 305 270 280 a 

4 166 156 162 aac 
5 227 218 215 3 loss 

6 87 79 77 ae 

7 199 196 190 |, 
8 84 66 74 8 gain 
9 216 206 200 6 loss 
10 892 758 765 7 gain 
Totals 3,499 3,245 3,343 115 gain 


17 loss 


As a result of this letter there were 226 men who paid their dues. 
From the foregoing statistical report, it will be noted that the First 
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District has done a remarkable job in membership in that they now have 
the highest paid up membership in their history. Practically all districts 
are ahead of their membership last year at this time, which means that 
1940 will undoubtedly show a very satisfactory increase. Too much credit 
cannot be given to those who have helped make this report what it is. It 
is a pleasure to serve as Chairman of a Committee where everyone does 
their bit so willingly. 
The financial report of our activities is as follows: 


Stamped Envelopes Extra Travel Expense 
and Postage Clerical Help of Dr. Price 
$118.82 $26.00 $16.50 
5.00 11.00 16.50 
1.89 16.50 
40.00 
$165.71. $37.00 $49.50 — Total $252.21 


The larger companies writing professional liability insurance in Penn- 
sylvania continue to be of help in holding and increasing our membership 
due to the fact that they now will not write such protection for any dentist 
who is not a member of Organized Dentistry. With all of the benefits 
and protection offered by membership in Organized Dentistry it should 
be easy to obtain the applications of all eligible dentists. 

In closing I want to express my deep appreciation to every member 
of my Committee and all others who have helped in making this a suc- 
cessful membership year. 

JouN B. PRICE, 
Chairman, State Membership Committee 


REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


The Historical Committee of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
submits a preliminary report of its activities to date, together with its 
recommendations for the future. 

Much material of historic value has already been collected by past 
Historian, Dr. R. E. Denny, in this region of the First District where 
dentistry in this state had its beginning. This material is being steadily 
compiled and augmented by Dr. H. L. Faggart and his Committee for 
the purpose of the State Society Jubilee publication of the history of 
dentistry in Pennsylvania. 

Your Historian and his Committee propose to make this publication 
fully worthy of the splendid traditions of dentistry in this state, a publi- 
cation second to none in this country and one which shall be not only an 
authentic reference, but a biographical record of the pioneers of our pro- 
fession, and an inspiring account of the progress of dental education and 
legislation in Pennsylvania. 

The following recommendations are respectfully submitted for con- 
sideration at this time: ' 

(1) That the publication be named “The History of Dentistry in 
Pennsylvania” and dedicated as a Jubilee contribution of the Pennsylvania 
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State Dental Society to the annals of American Dental Histories. By so 
naming the publication its scope could be broadened to include not only 
the history of the Society itself, but of the growth of dental education 
within the State. 

(2) That a volume of the size of sample submitted, includes ap- 
proximately 500 pages of text matter with seventy illustrations to be 
printed at a cost of $2,850.00 for five hundred copies or $2,700.00 for 
four hundred copies. These estimates being based upon the present cost 
of labor and materials. 

(3) That ways and means of financing the project be as follows: 
$4,000.00 be the goal set by the Society for assuring a satisfactory com- 
pletion of the work any balance over and above the initial cost of production 
to be deposited as permanent fund for future editions. 

(4) That through the medium of the State and National Journals 
and by descriptive pamphlets mailed to Pennsylvania State members and 
component societies, and to State Dental Societies through the country 
guarantors and contributors be sought well in advance of the Jubilee year. 
It is assumed that within this State at least 400 members of the Society 
and the profession could be relied upon to sponsor the publication at $10.00 
per person. This would immediately assure its production, while the 
proceeds of all other sales could be deposited in the fund previously 
mentioned. 

(5) Distribution of the publication should commence January 1, 
1943, well in advance of the Jubilee Celebration. Six months is required 
for proof reading by the Historical Committee and State Dental Society 
Officials, and for the actual printing of the publication, that is from 
June to December 1942. From this present meeting until June 1942 the 
task of collecting material and organizing the work by the Committee will 
require the cooperation of all district societies throughout the state, in 
conjunction with the State Dental Society itself. 

Your Historian and his Committee are not only willing to serve their 
State Society by collecting and compiling materia! for this venture, but 
most enthusiastically present these preliminary recommendations for your 


approval. r 
PP Yours fraternally, 


HAROLD L. FAGGART 
a 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AND 
PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 


“In the month of April the dentists of the country received a circular 
letter from G. Taylor Grier, president of the L. D. Caulk Company. 
Briefly, the recipient was asked to fill out an agreement in duplicate with 
the E. I. DuPont DeNemours & Co., Inc., which would extend to him 
the rights to use methyl methacrylate in the form of a plastic cake or 
“doug hag | ang 

Your committee has been advised by Doctor H. B. Pinney, Secretary 
of the A. D. A. as follows: 

“We have been advised by the Chairman of the Process Patent Com- 
mittee and by the Process Patent attorney that until such time as more 
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definite information is available the best things to do is to disregard these 
agreements. 


We are endeavoring to get the matter straightened out and it may be 
that Dr. Bremner of the Process Patent Committee and Doctor Lynch of 
the Research Commission will make a trip to Milford, Delaware, to 
interview the DuPont and Caulk people.’ 


Your committee will keep the membership advised as to future de- 
velopments through the State Dental Journal.” 


R. M. WALLS 
® 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
DENTAL SOCIETY 


The foundations of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society were so 
carefully laid by its founders, and the details of its organization and 
operations have been so carefully worked out by those who have inter- 
ested themselves in perfecting the organization since, that I believe that 
regardless of who might be elected president of the Society, the progress 
would be continually forward and its accomplishments greater year by 
year. I believe a review of the activities of the past year will bear out 
this statement, and I claim no personal credit for these accomplishments. 


The accomplishments are the result of the activities of a conscientious 
and capable Board of Trustees who have met more frequently than has 
been .the practice in the past, these more frequent meetings resulting in 
greater interest, greater harmony and have enabled the Trustees to better 
superintend the affairs of the Society ; 

To the conscientious and sincere efforts of the Committee Chairmen 
and the members of the committees who have been called upon for active 
duties ; 

And to the efficient and effective activities of our Executive Secre- 
tary who seems to be unacquainted with any such thing as fatigue—who 
knows by name and reputation practically every dentist in the State of 
Pennsylvania and is known by more dentists and exhibitors, within the 
State and without, than almost any man in our profession. Because of 
his activities and management the Central Office in Harrisburg has be- 
come, I believe, indispensable to the State Organization. And while at 
the beginning of my administration I felt that our Central Office was 
costing our State Organization too much, greater acquaintance with the 
activities have convinced me that it is worth even more than our present 
outlay. 

Concerning my personal activities as your President, there is nothing 
of great interest to you for me to relate. I have attended all District 
Meetings except one, the Fifth District and the Tenth District having 
their meetings at the same time prevented a visit to the Fifth District 
Society which I regret. I have done such other running about as con- 
ditions seemed to require and indulged in a fairly extensive correspondence. 

I am pleased to report that, with very few minor exceptions, I have 
found great harmony throughout the whole officer personnel. The few 
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exceptions are only the natural problems that would arise in any large 
family and require only a little careful study and charitable consideration 
for their ultimate solution. However, I do note with profound regret a 
certain amount of lack of loyalty to the State Society in the minds of 
too many members of our organization. It is undoubtedly due to lack of 
understanding, on their part, of the great amount of effort being made 
by this Society to promote the welfare of the public and improve the 
standing of our profession. These men usually fail to attend meetings 
and apparently never investigate the reasons for any action of this body. 
They never assist in the solution of the problems that confront the State 
Society or the profession, but take pleasure in criticizing every attempt 
made to improve conditions of the past or the present. 

I can offer no solution to this problem but I implore all officers and 
active members to spare no pains in using patience and courtesy in at- 
tempting to promote interest and understanding throughout the entire 
membership. 

One cannot serve a year as president of this organization, without 
acquiring some definite ideas of things that could be done to improve our 
organization and thereby enhance our value to the membership and to 
the public. 


I, therefore, make the following recommendations : 


1. That the Pennsylvania State Dental Society provide a “Life 
Membership” to certain qualified individuals. After a study 
of plans in operation in other states, it seems to me that any 
member sixty-five years of age who has paid dues continually 
for thirty or thirty-five years should have all the privileges of 
a member without further payment of dues. I leave the de- 
tails for you to determine: I recommend the provision for 
a “Life Membership.” 

2. I recommend that a change be made in the structure of our 
committees. I believe that a resolution will be offered at 
this meeting to combine the Child Health, Oral Hygiene and 
Public Dental Education, Institutional, and Committee on 
Economics into one committee with an arrangement similar 
to that of the Membership Committee, with a member from 
each district. I recommend the adoption of that resolu- 
tion. And in this connection I request that a careful study 
be made of the report of the Oral Health and Public 
Dental Education Committee, with the thought of using as 
many of their suggestions as appear practical and possible, 
including the suggestion of an increase in the annual dues of 
our Society. The additional amount contributed per member 
would pay dividends away beyond any other investment he 
might make. 

3. I recommend that the Trustees be reimbursed for expenses 
involved in attending all meetings of the Board of Trustees, 
including the Annual Meeting of the State Society as well as 
expenses involved in attending the other stated and special 
meetings of the Board. 
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4. I recommend that an expense allowance be included as an 
item in the budget of the Society for the President-Elect who 
is frequently called upon to represent the State Society and 
should not be required to do so at his own expense. 

5. I recommend that the Board of Trustees carefully review the 
budget of the Society with a view of making upward revision 
in the salary of the Executive Secretary. 

6. I recommend that a careful study be immediately made con- 

cerning the best plan to finance the publication of the “History 

of Dentistry in Pennsylvania” and that all possible assistance 
be given Doctor Faggart to enable him to have the publication 

completed before May 1943. 

I recommend that the need of a Dental Director in the De- 

partment of Welfare, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, be 

brought to the attention of the Secretary of Welfare and that 
he be urged to use his influence to secure provision for same 
in his Department. 
8. I request the House of Delegates to endorse the Refresher 
Courses In Children’s Dentistry as sponsored by the Dental 
Division of the Department of Health, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

I herewith express appreciation for the privilege of serving as your 
President during the past year. I have found none of the duties arduous 
and the most of them a great pleasure. 

The memory of any personal sacrifice I may have made has been 
obliterated by the vivid consciousness of good fellows and good fellowship, 
helping hands and loyal friends. 


N 


Respectfully submitted, 


G. S. PHILLIPS 
@ 


DENTAL COUNCIL AND EXAMINING BOARD REPORT TO THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

This brief report submitted includes the business transacted by the 
Dental Council and Examining Board since the last annual meeting. The 
Board has held six meetings since May 1939. These were during the 
months of May, August, October, January, February and April. 

On June 6, 1939, the terms of Drs. A. J. Heffernan, T. J. Fox, Wm. 
A. McCready and Richard Swivel expired at the close of the session of 
legislature. On August 30, 1939, Drs. Roy E. Black, A. J. Heffernan, 
Wm. A. McCready, and A. N. Stinson were appointed members of the 
Dental Council and Examining Board. During the interval from June 6 
to August 30, Dr. Standish Kahle and Dr. Reuben E. V. Miller functioned 
as the official board. It was necessary for the two members to complete 
the Practical examinations and conduct and correct the papers of the 
Theory examinations. This delayed the announcement of the results of 
the examinations for several weeks. 
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Each year we conduct two examinations in Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh in June and December—also the Practical examination to Senior 
(graduating) students in each of the dental schools in the Commonwealth 
during the months of April and May. At this time we conduct the Prac- 
tical examinations in Dental Hygiene at Temple University Dental School 
and the Evans ‘Dental Institute, University of Pennsylvania. 

June 1939 Examinations 


Dental Applicants Theory 164 Failures—4 
Dental Applicants Practical 165 Failures—8 
Dental Hygiene Applicants Theory 59 Failures—5 
Dental Hygiene Applicants Practical 59 No Failures 
Pre-Junior or Part I Theory 103 Failures—11 
December 1939 Examinations 
Dental Applicants Theory 16 No Failures 
Dental Applicants Practical 16 No Failures 
Pre-Junior Dental 33 Failures—2 
Dental Hygiene Theory 5 No Failures 


Three hearings were conducted during the year. Fifty-six men were 
cited. Fifty-four for violating the Act of 1933, as amended by the Act 
of 1937, and two for failure to pay the annual registration fee. 

I person cited for hearing is in California and the letter was returned. 

7 cases presented doctors’ certificates of illness preventing their ap- 

pearing for the hearings. 

1 person failed to appear. 

3 cases were dismissed. 

6 cases were censured. 

II cases were warned. 
30 licenses were suspended from 5 to 30 days. 

Deputy Attorney General Barco has presented to the Board a new 
procedure for future investigations, citations, and hearing. Either Mr. 
Barco or Dr. Kelly will explain this method to you during the meeting 
of the House of Delegates. Your Dental Council and Examining Board 
will conduct a table clinic during the convention and will gladly discuss 
with you future law enforcement. At the same time we shall be glad to 
give a detailed report on this data presented today and afford you an op- 
portunity to read the minutes of our meetings to acquaint you with the 


activities of our Board. ses 
Revusen E. V. MILter, Secretary. 


Seventy-third Annual Meeting . . . June 3-4-5, 1941 
Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 
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DENTAL HEALTH FUNDS 


In May 1939, the United States Public Health Service issued Bulletin 
No. 251 entitled “Dental Health Organizations in State Departments of 
Health of the United States.” 

The preface states that this publication presents only a compilation of 
facts regarding the dental units which were furnished by the State Depart- 
ments of Health. The data respecting expenditures was limited to the 
fiscal year 1938. No attempt was made to evaluate the various state pro- 
grams or to make comparisons. Admitting that evaluations and compari- 
sons cannot be made entirely upon dollars spent, it is interesting to note 
just where Pennsylvania stands in relation to the other thirty-three states 
for which figures were given. 

Table I lists the total dental expenditures per state. 

Table II shows what relation this amount bears to the total health ex- 
penditure in each state. 


TABLE I 
DENTAL EXPENDITURES, STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENTS 
$100,000 and over I state $15,000 to 20,000 3 states 
50,000 to 55,000 I state 10,000 to 15,000 8 states 
. 45,000 to 50,000 I state 5,000 to 10,000 14 states 
25,000 to 30,000 I state 1,000 to 5,000 2 states 
20,000 to 25,000 3 states 


( Pennsylvania is one of these) 

In dollars spent, Pennsylvania ranked fifth. One state spent four times 
as much; two, twice as much. However, Pennsylvania was far down on 
the list when dental expenditures were related to all public funds spent for 
health purposes. Only three of the states reported a percentage below the 
0.8% shown for Pennsylvania. 


TABLE II 
PERCENTAGE OF ALL PUBLIC FUNDS EXPENDED FOR 
DENTAL HYGIENEIN RELATION TO TOTAL OF ALL 
PUBLIC FUNDS SPENT FOR HEALTH PURPOSES 


7.5% I state 2.1% 3 states 
6.5% I state 2.0% I state 
5.6% I state 1.7% I state 
5.59% I state 1.5% I state 
5-3% I state 1.3% I state 
5.0% I state 1.2% _ 3 states 
4.7% I state 1.1% I state 


4 % I state 1.0% I state 
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3.5% I state 0.9% I state 

3.3% 1 state 0.8% 2 states 
3.190 2 states ( Pennsylvania is one of these) 
2.6% I state 0.6% 3 states 
2.3% 3 states 


It has been felt that, with regard to this state, some misinterpretation 
has been made of these figures. 

Dentists and public health workers generally both within and without 
Pennsylvania have assumed that the figures given represented the only out- 
lay of public funds for a dental program. This may be due to a foot-note 
given in connection with the figure marked “Dental Expenditures.” This 
foot-note reads, “Includes all supplemental funds available for dental 
health work.” 

In Pennsylvania, the dental program in many localities is sponsored by 
the schools. The dental educational work is largely in the hands of dental 
hygienists whose salaries are paid by the school boards employing them. 
During the past year $86,930.96 was spent for salaries of these dental hy- 
gienists. 

The school boards received from the State Department of Public In- 
struction the reimbursement each was allowed for an elementary school 
teacher. These dental hygienists, although employed and paid by the local 
boards, come under the general supervision of the Dental Division of the 
Department of Health. 

In addition to the dental hygienists, local school boards spent during 
the past year, $35,367.62 for corrective dentistry. This sum represents 
money paid for salaries to dentists and dental supplies. Attention is called 
to the fact that all of this money represents state funds which were not 
supplemented in any way by Federal grants. 

Although Bulletin No. 251 states that figures do not include sanatoria 
or hospitals, the sum spent by State Institutions administered by the De- 
partment of Welfare for a dental program are included here. The total for 
salaries was $48,803.68 and for materials was $4,721.81. The institutions 
administered by the Department of Health spent $12,827.23 for a dental 
program. 

A recapitulation of the amount of public funds spent in the dental pro- 
gram in Pennsylvania last year is 


Department of Welfare $53,525-49 
Department of Public Instruction 122,298.58 
Department of Health (Dental Division) 35,390.17 
Department of Health (Sanatoria) 12,827.23 

$224,041.47 
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It is not the thought that we in Pennsylvania should sit back and feel 
that no additional effort is necessary in furthering the cause of oral health. 
What is being done is a small percentage of what needs to be done. It did 
seem desirable however, to place before those interested a truer picture 
than the one presented by statistics available up to this time. 

Linwoop G. Grace, D.D.S., 
Chief, Dental Division. 
e 


A. D. A. RELIEF FUND 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTRIBUTORS 


November 1939 to October 1940 
Note: 

Relief Fund Christmas Seals for 1940 were recently sent out by the 
national committee. Many members who really intend to contribute, for- 
get to send in their remittance. This list of those who contributed during 
the past year is being published as a reminder to those whose intentions 
were better than their memory. Look for your name on this list—and send 
your check to American Dental Association Relief Fund, 212 East Su- 
perior St., Chicago, IIl. 


W. A. Alexander, Lewistown R. E. Bishop, Cheltenham 
J. A. Alter, Pittsburgh Edward J. Bowser, York 
Venanzio Angeluce, Philadelphia Kermit S. Black, Perkasie 
Harrison M. Ackerman, Erie J. B. Balthaser, Erie 
H. E. Artinger, Mt. Lebanon G. C. Butler, Honesdale 
John R. Alter, Tarentum B. W. Barton, Catasauqua 
Abram R. Adams, Philadelphia Abram C. Barclay, Pittsburgh 
James E. Aiguier, Philadelphia B. M. Buyer, Harrisburg 
W.N. Ash, Williamsport Wallace W. Bryce, Philadelphia 
W. H. Archer, Pittsburgh Robert C. Bolden, Pittsburgh 
Fred Archer, Sewickley F. W. Butler, Reading 
H. B. Anderson, Pittsburgh Harold L. Brown, Coatesville 
W. A. Allwood, Philadelphia E. W. Buetzow, Pittsburgh 
Samuel W. Albright, Allentown C. O. Booth, Pittsburgh 
T. M. Alexander, Lewistown A. A. Booth, Sharon 
P. W. Allen, Grove City J. F. Bonavich, Mahanoy City 
J. E. Adam, Wilmerding E. H. Brown, Sunbury 
Edward Arnepol, Philadelphia S. S. Burt, Bradford 
C. L. Alexander, Pittsburgh G. M. Bausin, Downingtown 
A. C. Amos, Pittsburgh B. S. Babowicz, Erie 

Albert L. Borish, Philadelphia 
H. Wilbur BJack, Indiana J. E. Brown, Philadelphia 
Victor E. Beldham, New Kensington G. F. Borneman, Boyertown 
C. M. Barns, Albion R. M. Barthel, Shamokin 
Martin D. Bruner, Upper Darby C. C. Bowman, Elizabeth 
Lex R. Browne, Clearfield D. A. Bolard, Philadelphia 
T. M. Boggs, Jr., Canonsburg J. C. Bingel, Philadelphia 
Harry M. Bender, Philadelphia Evelyn Brugett, Philadelphia 
J. Reese Beyrent, Steelton W. W. Booth, Pittsburgh 
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Z. E. Bell, Pittsburgh 

E. W. Bohn, Reading 

J. R. Bohn, Mohnton 

M. D. Bixler, Easton 

H. W. Brandt, Scranton 

W. J. Beatty, Butler 

P. E. Bomberger, Lancaster 
Samuel B. Black, Towanda 
Howard Bock, Sharpsburg 
W. Ura Blymire, Dallastown 
Wm. Bushnell, Jenkintown 
Robert Brupbacher, Altoona 
Charles W. Brown, Hazleton 
Chester A. Burghart, Erie 
John T. Bair, Reading 

Clay A. Boland, Philadelphia 
R. W. Beatty, Sr., New Kensington 
R. W. Beatty, Jr., New Kensington 
R. B. Black, Pittsburgh 
Charles A. Bachman, Emaus 
Edward H. Bell, Philadelphia 
Victor R. Bonacci, Hazleton 
E. B. Baker, Pittsburgh 

G. S. Blymire, Mount Wolf 
C. F. Brand, Pittsburgh 
Howard W. Bradley, Pittsburgh 
J. C. Buchanan, Easton 
Thomas Bell, Philadelphia 

S. A. Berger, Bethlehem 

R. E. Black, Huntingdon 
Harry S. Beitel, Catasauqua 
F. J. Biedlingmaier, Scranton 
Thos. Bright, Marcus Hook 
M. V. Boyd, Meadville 

M. L. Bresch, Scranton 

H. M. Beck, Wilkes-Barre 

C. C. Briggs, Pittsburgh 

I. N. Broomell, Philadelphia 
J. Boguslaw, Philadelphia 

C. S. Blaker, Philadelphia 

M. Jos. Blazynski, Chester 

C. P. Barager, Hazleton 

A. A. Brunet, Chester 

C. A. Bogart, Chester 

J. K. Bird, Clearfield 

H. D. Buchard, Scranton 
John A. Boyd, Pittsburgh 

L. D. Bickley, Philadelphia 
M. R. Beckman, Philadelphia 
W. A. C. Bester, Philadelphia 
Benj. Benedict, Philadelphia 
H. M. Banks, Kane 

A. D. Byers, Freedom 

L. L. Boyer, Harrisburg 

C. S. Bressler, York 

F. T. Bridgeland, Philadelphia 


D. T. Bowers, Pittsburgh 
J. P. Benus, Philadelphia 
E. E. Briggs, Philadelphia 


F 
C. C. Bull, Nescopeck 
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J. C. Boyle, Butler 

Chas. J. Barcus, Philadelphia 
L. L. Bower, Philadelphia 

J. K. Bonebreak, Martinburg 
J. W. Byers, Freedom 

Adolph L. Bielski, Pittsburgh 
T. W. Braud, Pittsburgh 

J. Wilson Byers, Freedom 

A. J. Bagenstose, Reading 
John P. Bietsch, Chambersburg 


G. L. Cassell, Chambersburg 
Alexander Cornish, Philadelphia 
Edw. R. Cornish, Philadelphia 

J. P. Courtman, Philadelphia 
Howard B. Cressman, Philadelphia 
Theodore D. Casto, Philadelphia 
J. R. Cummins, Indiana 

E. E. Collins, Sunbury 

Wm. J. Corsello, Pittsburgh 
J.'C. Curry, Philadelphia 

Bruce R. Cardon, Wilkes-Barre 
Paul R. Clayton, Hatboro 

H. R. Churchill, Lansdowne 

W. T. Conard, Philadelphia 

C. H. Chain, Philadelphia 

M. A. Callaghan, Monaca 
Francis Costella, Philadelphia 

F. E. Chumar, Philadelphia 

B. H. Cades, Philadelphia 
Curtis W. Clark, Paoli 

H. K. Cooper, Lititz 

S. B. Clovis, Waynesburg 

B. K. Crow, Pt. Marion 

Marcus Carr, Bethlehem 

A. J. Casella, Old Forge 

H. N. Carnahan, Vandergrift 

A. C. Calaizzi, Beaver Falls 

E. E. Chestnutt, Pittsburgh 

J. F. Campbell, Ambridge 

J. Maurice Crosby, Bradford 
Thomas J. Clark, Philadelphia 
Harden Clark, Midway 

Herbert E. Cohen, Philadelphia 
D. S. Carnahan, Pittsburgh 
Philip L. Carlson, Port Allegheny 
Alfred A. Casciato, Philadelphia 
F. J. Cross, Wyoming 

H. M. Cohen, Washington 

A. Ross Crane, West Chester 

J. Lowman ‘Cook, Dormant, Pittsburgh 
John R. Collins, Philadelphia 
Jacob Commander, Philadelphia 
Bernard J. Connolly, Philadelphia 
Samuel Cornfeld, Philadelphia 
Jack H. Clarke, Smethport 

S. L. Caller, Finleyville 

G. C. Cahnning, California 
Meyer Cristol, Bethlehem 

M. A. Corrigan, Hazleton 
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George A. Coleman, Philadelphia J. Paul Donaldson, Bellevue 
J. M. Crumble, Harrisburg S. B. Detweiler, Schuylkill Haven 
D. U. Cox, New Salem L. G. Detwiler, Williamsport 
A. B. Cannizzaro, Kulpmont R. J. Dunn, Bradford 
L. F. Clark, Wilkes-Barre Eugene W. Denney, Abinton 
G. A. ‘Capone, Philadelphia James O. Dowden, Philadelphia 
J. W. Colborn, Philadelphia Paul Dubas, Philadelphia 
A. J. Cross, Freedom C. B. Dwane, Troy 
J. R. Cameron, Philadelphia S. L. Diefenderfer, Allentown 
W. A. Capon, Philadelphia G. J. DeLong, Allentown 
J. A. Crosier, Philadelphia Albert E. Dietrich, Jr., Pittsburgh 
Raymond E. Carlbon, Philadelphia H. E. Dietrich, Pittsburgh 
James W. Craig, Philadelphia A. F. Donahower, Philadelphia 
J. S. Chubb, Philadelphia Albert A. Donzanti, Philadelphia 
B. A. Courtright, Wilkes-Barre George S. Dilmore, Jr., Philadelphia 
J. F. Clark, St. Marys Andrew Donaete, Philadelphia 
Edward R. Coleman, Philadelphia L. B. Davis, Erie 
F. J. Creasy, Berwick Cc. W. Dittman, Homestead 
(To be concluded in the January JouRNAL) 
ee ®@ 
FIRST DISTRICT 
District Editor ° ° e ‘ Benjamin Benedict 


PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL SURGEONS 

‘Held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, November 12, 1940, in the 
ball room, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. 

The guest speaker was Dr. Merrill G. Swenson, Professor of Pros- 
thetic Dentistry, New York University, whose subject was “Full Denture 
Construction.” 

Dr. Swenson’s talk was illustrated by a full length colored motion 
picture of his technique. 

A record attendance enjoyed this most interesting presentation. 

The subject was discussed by Dr. Dorothy B. Waugh, Dr. Benjamin 
Benedict and Dr. E. Howell Smith. 

An informal dinner was tendered to Dr. Swenson preceding the meet- 
ing. 

NortTH PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL SURGEONS 

Will celebrate their Thirtieth Anniversary by having a dinner at Mc- 
Callister’s, 1811 Spring Garden Street, on Wednesday, December 11, 1940, 
at 6:30 P. M. 

President Hess is endeavoring to have present every one who, during 
the thirty years, attended any of the meetings, thereby contributing to the 
success this organization has enjoyed over this period of time. 

Following the dinner, there will be dancing to the music of a well 
known radio orchestra. 
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EasTERN DENTAL SOCIETY 
Meeting December 15, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. 
Essayist—Dr. Harry Denen, Chicago, IIl. 
Subject—“Immediate Denture Service.” (With motion pictures). 


SECOND DISTRICT 
. ° Chas. L. R. Myers 


District Editor 
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS AND DELEGATES FOR SECOND DISTRICT 
1940-1941 

President, C. T. Rossell, Sr., Lansdale 

First Vice-President, H. C. Watson, Chester 
Second Vice-President, N. A. Worsley, Bethlehem 
Treasurer, A. L. Ventura, Norristown 

Secretary, H. M. Rosenman, Norristown 


Directors Delegates 
O. B. Landis, Allentown R. E. V. Miller, Easton 
A. M. Greenfield, Norristown E. G. Gilbert, Allentown 
S. W. Mackie, Phoenixville J. J. Shillis, Easton 





73d €@nnual Meeting of the 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE DENTAL SOCIETY 


BEDFORD SPRINGS HOTEL, BEDFORD, PA. 
June 3-4-5, 1941 


* 


This will be an entirely different kind of state meeting and will 
give those in attendance post graduate courses and clinics in all 
phases of dentistry, arranged under a plan which has proved so 


successfui all over the country. 


Watch the pages of your STATE JoURNAL for further details con- 


cerning this meeting and plan to attend. 
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Alternates 
J. E. Hirtle, Bath Ira A. Jones, Hellertown S. Lavine, Allentown 
Delegates—Chester-Delaware Delegates—Montgomery-Bucks 
H. F. McDuffee, J. D. Tuckerman A. L. Ventura, H. Rosenman 
Frank Boland Fred Lutz 
Alternates Alternates 
H. L. Chalfant, J. E. Wittek J. Donahue, Frank Green 
R. A. Gates Chas. Rossell, Sr. 
Delegates to the A. D. A. 
H. C. Reichard A. L. Ventura 


LeEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

The regular monthly meeting of the Lehigh Valley Dental Society was 
held at Trainer’s, Quakertown, on October 21, 1940. The speaker of the 
evening was Dr. Louis Tuft of Temple University, Philadelphia, Assistant 
Professor of Medicine and Chief of the Allergy Clinic. His topic was 
“Allergy and Its Relation to the Practice of Dentistry.” Dr. Tuft, aided by 
slides, gave a very interesting talk on this subject. Sixty-five members of 
the society enjoyed the good fellowship and the round table discussions 
before and after the meeting. R. F. Peters, Sec’y 


LEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL AUXILIARY 


On October 28th the auxiliary held a luncheon meeting at the Hotel 
Traylor in Allentown, Pa. The hostesses for the occasion were Mrs. K. 
M. Weyand, Mrs. L. E. Nussbaum and Mrs. D. G. Knecht from Allen- 
town. 

At the business meeting Mrs. L. C. Yerkes gave an interesting resumé 
on the Second District Convention held at the Lehigh Country Club at 
Allentown in October. A nominating committee was appointed by the 
president, Mrs. N. A. Worsley. A general discussion of the dinner-dance 
to be held by the auxiliary followed. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting Mrs. Fred Tate, a former 
air hostess, gave an*instructive report on aviation. 

® 
‘ THIRD DISTRICT 
District Editor ° ° . . George A. Hutter 

The annual meeting of the Third District Dental Society was held on 
Thursday, October 17, at the Hotel Sterling in Wilkes-Barre. 

Dr. Theodor Blum of New York gave an educational and comprehen- 
sive clinic on “Oral Surgery” in the morning. The afternoon session was 
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given over to a business meeting and to the clinician of the afternoon, Dr. 
J. R. Schwartz, who spoke on “Complete Mouth Rehabilitation” and fol- 
lowed the talk with a table clinic. Following this was a social hour with 
refreshments, the highlight of which was a unit of vaudeville from a local 
theatre. 

The banquet in the evening was very well attended. The speaker was 
3rigadier General Robert M. Vail who spoke on professional preparedness. 
Dr. Robinson, our state president, was present and gave a very interesting 
discussion on several points of the state program. Other guests who gave 
short addresses were Dr. Hollister, Dr. Glen Phillips, Dr. Nesbitt, Dr. 
Baurys, president of the Luzerne County Medical Society, Mr. J. O’Don- 
nell, representative of the Luzerne Pharmaceutical Society. 

Dr. E. R. Aston, Trustee of Third District, presented a memorial to 
Dr. William Davis to the Pennsylvania State Society. Dr. Robinson ac- 
knowledged the presentation in behalf of the state society. 

The new officers of the Third District Society are: Dr. J. J. Falvello, 
of Hazleton, President; Dr. B. Shair, of Scranton, President-elect; Dr. 
Charles McGuire, Pittston, Vive-President ; Dr. J. H. Harrison, Hazleton, 


Secretary ; Dr. R. C. Gilroy, Pittston, Treasurer. 
* 


LACKAWANNA CouNTy DENTAL SOCIETY 

The Lackawanna County Dental Society entertained Dr. Paul H. J. 
Simonsen of Philadelphia on Monday night, November 25th in the Direc- 
tor’s Room of the Chamber of Commerce, Scranton 

Dr. Simonsen’s presentation was in two parts. Part one was an “Tl- 
lustrated Talk on the Main Factors Responsible for a Successful Jacket 
Crown Restoration,” based on conclusions arrived at through many years 
of close observation. Part two was “A Table Clinic Presenting Some of 
the Latest Developments Pertaining to Porcelain Inlays, Jackets and 
sridges.”” The slides used by the essayists were of his own creation and 
have only been shown a few times. 

The evening’s program was a fitting climax to the year’s line-up of 
excellent clinicians as arranged by T. J. McWilliams. 

The regular annual election will be held on Monday, December 23. 

Geo. Kutczyckt, Sec’y 


LuzeRNE DENTAL SOCIETY 
This month’s meeting of the Luzerne Dental Society was jointly held 
with the Luzerne County Pharmaceutical Society. This has become an 
annual meeting and has benefited both societies. The week of the meeting 
was designated Dental Health Week and dental health displays were 
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placed and shown in the pharmacies all over the county. The clinician for 
the meeting was Professor George C. Schicks, Assistant Dean of Rutgers 
University. He gave an exceedingly interesting talk on “Dental Thera- 
peutics and the Art of Prescription Writing.” 

The next regular meeting will be the annual meeting and election of 
officers. This meeting will be held at the Hotel Sterling, Wilkes-Barre, 


December 16, 1940. . 
34 Georce A. HuTTER, Sec’y 


e 
FIFTH DISTRICT 
District Editor ° ° ° ° Paul E. Bomberger 


The Fifth District had a fine all day meeting at the York Country 
Club on Thursday, November 14th. Unfortunately the weather man didn’t 
cooperate so the attendance was below par. 

Continuous clinics were given in the morning by Lt. Col. Neal A. 
Harper, Army D. C.; Drs. H. D. Golton, Brice M. Dorsey and James E. 
Pyott of Baltimore. At 2 P. M. Dr. Theodore Blum of New York spoke 
on “Clinical Oral Surgery.” After the dinner at 6 o’clock, Lt. Col. Harper 
spoke on “Dentistry and the National Defense,” and Dr. W. J. Robinson, 
president of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, spoke on “What the 
State Society Is Doing.” A good floor show was a fitting finale to the 
meeting. 

The following officers were elected : 

President J. G. Hess, Lancaster; Vice-President Wayde D. Kelly, 
Harrisburg; Secretary A. A. Campbell, York; Treasurer T. N. Kline, 
York. Delegates to the state meeting, S. C. Kraybill, R. W. Bolton, J. P. 
Bietsch and R. W. McEldowney. Delegate to the A. D. A., P. E. Bom- 
berger. 

CUMBERLAND VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

The Cumberland Valley Dental Society met on Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 13th at May’s Tea Room in Waynesboro. In spite of the rainy 
weather, a 98% attendance greeted President Bietsch and the clinicians. 

Chairman George S. Edwards presented the report of his By-Laws 
Committee and the~Nominating Committee, Craig Mathias, Chairman, 
made the following report : 

President—George S. Edwards, Greencastle. 

Vice-President—Mark Heefner, Waynesboro. 

Secretary—Edward Sipe, Waynesboro. 

Treasurer—D. M. Edwards, Chambersburg. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried that the dues should be 
raised to $17 for the year 1941 to take care of the A. D. A. increase. 
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After a few announcements by Drs. Hollister and Ennis, the boys 
pulled up their chairs and heard one of the best talks and demonstrations 
of the year. The speaker, Dr. E. Howell Smith, Assistant Professor of 
Prosthetic Technics at the University of Pennsylvania, enlightened us on 
the mystery of acrylics. Dr. Smith took off his coat, rolled up his sleeves 
and really demonstrated as well as told us the important facts in acrylic 
resin manipulation. Questions were asked frequently and the informal 
round table talk really produced results. This type of meeting is always 
enjoyed by all. Our many thanks to Dr. Smith and his accomplice, Dr. 
Ennis. Out of town guests were Drs. Hollister, McEldowney, Rhein, 
Wampler and Wood, all of Harrisburg. W. Kane Miter, Sec’y 

Harris DENTAL SOCIETY OF LANCASTER 

The Harris Dental Society will hold their next meeting at the Hotel 
Brunswick, Lancaster, Tuesday, December 17th. Dr. Herbert K. Cooper 
will talk on “Speech Correction.” 


HARRISBURG DENTAL SOCIETY 

Bernard I. Comroe, M.D., Philadelphia, spoke on “What the Dentist 
Should Know About Medicine” at the last meeting of the Harrisburg 
Dental Society. The usual social hour was enjoyed after the meeting. 

@ 
NINTH DISTRICT 
District Editor ° . . . ° ° C. J. Frisk 

Woman’s AUXILIARY OF THE ERIE CouNty DENTAL SOCIETY 

The November meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Erie County 
Dental Society was held on the eighth of the month at the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. Gerald P. Cross, 3524 Freemont St., Wesleyviile. 

During the meeting presided over by Mrs. James S. Swan, plans were 
made for the regular joint meeting held by the dental society and its aux- 
iliary. A supper dance at the Shrine Club with music by John Hime- 
baugh’s orchestra was planned for Dec. 6th. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mrs. Ralph McAfee reviewed the 
book “Trees,” by Conrad Richter. 

Tea was served with Mrs. S. F. Morrison in charge of arrangements. 

* Laura P. Luppino, Sec’y 
TENTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . = . . «.« « « fF. McParland 


The annual meeting of the Odontological Society of Western Penn- 
sylvania was held at the William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh on October 
15, 16, 17. 
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At the business meeting the following members were elected officers 
for the ensuing year. 

President—John S. Oartel. 

Vice-President—T. M. Boggs. 

Secretary—W. Earl Craig. 

Treasurer—Floyd H. Gaskin. 

The following were elected delegates to the state meeting at Bedford 
Springs: C. W. Hagen, J. M. Mullen, F. C. Robinson, J. S. Oartel, Glenn 
W. Pieffer, W. F. Swanson, W. Earl Craig, H. D. Graham, Walter E. 
Mendel, A. C. Young, J. V. O’Donovan, W. A. McCready, H. T. Patton, 
Leo Shoenfield, J. F. McParland, J. M. McNerney, Joseph Frost, A. J. 
Cross and C. R. Gorman. 

The essayists were: 

Dr. W. N. Miller, Flint, Michigan—Dental Economics. 

Dr. L. R. Main, St. Louis, Missouri—Roentgenology. 

Dr. Karl Knapp, New York City, N. Y.—Indirect Bridgework Using 
the Hydrocolloid. 

Dr. R. L. Cristy, Denver, Colorado—Impressions in Full Denture 
Prosthesis. 

Dr. W. B. Amy, Toronto, Canada—Conductive Anesthesia. 

Dr. E. Bruce Clark, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Dr. J. Bernard Hutch- 
ison, Louisville, Kentucky—Color as a Factor in Dental Restorations. 

Dr. C. F. Boedecker, New York City, N. Y.—Histology in Relation 
to the Treatment of Sensitive Teeth. 

The annual dance was held on Wednesday evening and the Women’s 
Auxiliary held a bridge-luncheon in conjunction with the regular meeting. 


Seventy-third Annual Meeting . . . June 3-4-5, 1941 
Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 


NECROLOGY 

















BRENNAN, DR. JOHN D., Shenandoah Georgetown Univ. 
Dr. Brennan, 70 years of age, died in his home November 15. 
He had lived in Shenandoah for 45 years and was a director 
of the Union Bank & Trust Co., a Rotarian and a recent 
member of the local, state, and national dental societies. 
His wife survives him. 


BRUBAKER, DR. AUGUSTUS J., Philadelphia P. D.C. 1903 


Dr. Brubaker, 56, Instructor in Prosthetic Dentistry at Temple 
University Dental School, was found dead in his automobile 
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in his garage. He apparently died November 11 although 
he was not found until the 14th when inquiries were made 
by representatives of the university. 

He is survived by his father; his wife died 15 years ago. 


CHAPMAN, DR. R. B., Pittsburgh U. of Pitt. 1911 


Dr. Chapman died Sept. 13 after a long illness. 


He practiced at 515 Federal Street and was a member of 
the North Dental Branch of the Odontological Society. 


CROSS, DR. FLOYD J., Wyoming U. of P. 1914 


Dr. Cross died on September 22nd in the University Hospi- 
tal, Philadelphia. 


Born in Sterling, Wayne County, January 25, 1891, he grad- 
uated from Wyoming Seminary, Kingston after making a 
notable record in sports. After graduating from the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania he settled in Wyoming where he 
practiced for 25 years. 

Dr. Cross belonged to the Psi Omega Dental Fraternity, the 
Masons, Commandery and Shrine. During the first World 
War he served as a lieutenant in the Dental Corps at Camp 
Leach, Washington, D. C. 

He maintained his interest in sports while in practice and 
in 1926 and 1928 was Golf Champion of the Fox Hill Coun- 
try Club. 


His wife and son survive him. 
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CLIMAX craftsmen know, of course, that your impressions for 
dentures are as “individual” as fingerprints, as detailed as 
their every whirl and whorl. Each and every characteristic 
of your models must be reproduced faithfully in the finished 
case—whether it be built with acrylic, vulcanite, metal or a 
combination of these materials, Then, your restorations will 
fit perfectly, actually become a part of the wearers. Climax- 
made cases provide perfect adaptation, real mouth comfort, 
thorough patient satisfaction. Decide now to call Climax 
when you are ready to send your next impressions toa 
laboratory. 


"CLIMAX DENTAL SUPPLY CO., INC. 


MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 





[50] 














